
1

Educationbronx
zoo

HOW ANIMALS SHAPE UP - LESSON 2/BASIC
Student Learning Outcome
Name the shapes that might be seen in the bodies of animals

Materials
• Large pictures of a peacock and a tortoise
• Elephant Shape Up activity sheet
• Sheets of drawing paper (9” x 12”)
• Colored pencils or crayons
• Pictures of other animals, i.e., snake, giraffe, sea lion, etc.
• See Additional Activities

Procedure
1. Review shapes with the class.  As a motivational activity, hold up the illustrations of the peacock and the tor-

toise.  Ask the students to find the circles, ovals, and triangles in the peacock and the circles, squares and rec-
tangles in the tortoise.  Have the students give directions as you draw the peacock and tortoise on the chalk-
board, using the shapes they have named.

2. Do the Elephant Shape Up activity on the next page.

3. Take shape cut-outs to the zoo for a shape hunt while looking at animals.
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Directions
Draw five basic shapes and use them to make a whole animal.

Distribute the drawing paper and pencils or crayons.  Review the names of the shapes (oval, triangle, square, rec-
tangle, and circle) before the students begin.  Then help students follow the step-by-step instructions on the
activity sheet to draw the animal.  Encourage students to try to make the drawing large enough to fill the sheet
of paper.

After they have completed the drawing, ask each student to name his/her animal.  Show the students examples of
animals you may have found (snake, giraffe, sea lion, etc.) and encourage them to draw others.  This can also be
done after they have observed animals during a zoo visit.  You may have students pick an animal and give
instructions, by identifying shapes, to a person who will draw that animal.  Then, ask the students to describe
the shapes they see in their bodies, such as circles in ears, ovals in faces, and rectangles in legs and fingers.



Additional Activities
Offer your students one paper shape in one size and one color.  Provide glue and paper (9x12 or larger) on
which students can make collages.  Add new choices by adding a new shape and/or size and/or color on another
day.  See how your students develop their ability to collage creatively by making imaginative and/or representa-
tive pictures over a period of time.  See how they use these materials as they become familiar with them and with
animal size and shape.

Provide (or have your students make, if they are able) a Chinese puzzle, the tangram.  This puzzle consists of a
square piece of material (oaktag or thin wood, for example) that has been cut into five triangles, 1 square, and 1
rhomboid (some basic geometric shapes).  These shapes can be recombined to form many different designs and
figures, including animals.  Commercial tangram sets often come with pattern cards to follow or to use for sug-
gestions of designs and figures to make.
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Find the connection for your students by participating in a Bronx Zoo 
Education Department professional development program, including:

LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES TODAY! 
For additional information about these programs, visit us on the
Web at: www.wcs.org/education or call us at 1-800-937-5131.

Workshops: We help teachers bring new
excitement to their classrooms through
staff development workshops (K–12).
Workshops are available at the Bronx Zoo
as well as in host zoos and school districts
nationwide. A rich array of standards-
based activities and materials prepare
teachers to make science alive for their
students. Graduate credit available.

Classroom Materials: The Bronx Zoo’s
award winning, inquiry-based, life science

materials are aligned with the national
standards and designed to increase sci-
ence literacy while enriching learning in
language arts, social studies and more.
Enrich your teaching repertoire with easy
to use, highly motivating activities.

National Teacher Membership Program: A
new web-based service offered nation-
wide that includes extensive resources and
support for the classroom teacher. Visit
the website and join today!

AWARD

WINNING!
There’s a connection between…

Monkeys and Math
Snakes and Science

Lions and Language Arts


