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Mongoose Mania

Dwarf mongooses survey their new exhibit at the Prospect Park Zoo.

isitors to the Prospect Park Zoo can now encounter a family of six

dwarf mongooses in the zoo’s Animals in Our Lives building. Africa’s
smallest carnivores, dwarf mongooses are native to the continent’s south-
ern grassland regions, where their diet consists largely of insects and other
tiny animals, occasionally supplemented by berries. They often convert
disused termite mounds into den sites.

While you’re welcoming the newcomers to the Animals in Our Lives
building, don’t forget to say hi to their neighbors, including meerkats
and saki monkeys, or experience life on the dark side with the Amazing
Nocturnal Animals exhibit. On weekend afternoons, take a seat in the
theater to meet zookeepers and some of their favorite animals, such as
alpacas, owls, iguanas, and porcupines. For more information, please visit
prospectparkzoo.com.

This Holiday Season,
Give the Gift of
WCS Membership.

Celebrate the holidays
and welcome 2012
with a gift that will last
throughout the year.
FREE admission to all
five amazing WCS parks,
plus so much more.

To purchase gift
Membership(s) for the
wildlife lovers in your
life, or to renew your
own Membership, visit
bronxzoo.com or call
718-220-5112.

JOIN THE WILDLIFE PROTECTORS and provide ongoing monthly support

to save the world’s most magnificent wildlife and wild places.

You can make a difference for as little as $7 per month. Help

support more than 500 WCS projects in 60 countries,
providing a future for the last remaining wild tigers, forest

elephants, and other endangered species.

In recognition of your support, you'll receive an exclusive
Wildlife Protector embroidered patch and a “Making

Tracks for Conservation” WCS water bottle. Please visit
wcs.org/wildlifeprotectors to lend your monthly support.




Bronx Zoo Winter Wildlife Hunt

Have you come down with a case of cold weather cabin fever? Maybe it’s time to experience the Bronx Zoo in
winter. Fortify yourself with a steamy cup of hot chocolate from the Dancing Crane Café and set off on a scaven-
ger hunt to meet some zoo animals that are right at home outdoors in the colder months.

Home on the Range

The Bronx Zoo’s Bison Range, that
is. Did you know that conservationists
working at the Bronx Zoo played a vi- 8
tal role in saving the American bison |
from extinction, and are now working
to restore these icons of the American
West to the landscapes they roamed
for millions of years? You can learn all
about the bison’s journey from the zoo
back to the plains at this exhibit.

QUESTION 1: American bison are
sometimes mistakenly called “buffalo”, but a buffalo is a
different animal native to many parts of Asia. What are
three differences between a bison and a buffalo?

Tigers for All Seasons

Tigers are rugged cats that can sur-
vive in many different types of habi-
tat, from snowy mountains to tropi-
cal mangrove swamps, as long as
there is sufficient prey available and
they are protected from poachers.
The Bronx Zoo’s tiger cubs are en-
joying their second winter at Tiger Mountain, and can been
seen romping through the snow and taking the cold weather
in stride.

QUESTION 2: A tiger’s sense of smell is far more highly devel-
oped than that of a human. What do tigers use their powerful
sense of smell to do?

Bears With Us

Next stop is the Big Bears ex-
hibit, where you may see either |
brown bears or grizzly bears en-
joying a swim or a snack. Griz-
zlies are actually a subspecies of
brown bear, and while the two
are similar, there are several key
features that make it easy to identify a grizzly.

QUESTION 3: List three differences by which you can tell a
grizzly bear from other brown bears.

Leopards “Snow” Best
Head to the Hima-
layan  Highlands
for an encoun-
ter with the snow .*
leopards.  These g ¥
majestic felines are &
specially equipped «
for snowy moun-
tain habitats, using
their long, bushy
tails to help bal-
ance when climbing and to keep warm while
napping — and their padded foot soles insulate
their paws, much like snow boots.

QUESTION 4: Name three species on which
snow leopards prey in the wild.

California Dreamin’
The Bronx Zoo’s
California sea li-
ons are active and
playful year-round
in their historic
Astor Court ex-
hibit. If you arrive
at 3pm to bark hel-
lo, you can watch 3

as the sea lions are st

fed and receive their daily enrichment session
with the zookeepers.

QUESTION 5: How long can sea lions stay un-
derwater?

Be sure to email your 5
correct secret answers to
membersnewsletter@wcs.org
by February 28, 2011. A lucky

winner chosen at random will
receive a plush snow leopard
from the Bronx Zoo Store!
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Asex et of juvenile American Eiligators‘isd e
among the charismatic crocodilians on

exhibit this winter inside the cozy confines of
the Bronx Zoo’s World of Reptiles. Native to
the southeastern United States, American al-
ligators inhabit marshes, swamps, lakes, and
rivers. These now-diminutive reptiles will one ,
day grow to approximately 15 feet in length; iy e
visitors can compare them to an adult Ameri- A young American alligator in the Bronx Zoo’s World of Reptiles.
can alligator also on exhibit nearby, sharing
a pool with a fellow southeastern U.S. native,
the alligator snapping turtle.

The sex and survival of alligator hatchlings

is determined by the temperature at which save the natel

their eggs are incubated. If the temperature

of the eggs ranges from the low 80s to ap- April 28’ 2012

proximately 87 degrees, the hatchlings will be i
female. If the eggs are kept at temperatures wcs R“n for the W|Id at the Bronx Zoo
of 90 degrees ranging into the upper 90s, the
hatchlings will be male. Eggs kept at tempera-
tures that fall between 87 and 90 degrees may
produce both males and females.

Early registration begins in January at
wesrunforthewild.org

Mother alligators will fiercely defend their
nests and young hatchlings, a behavior very
rare in reptiles. Other reptile species, includ-
ing aquatic turtles, will take advantage of
this protective instinct and secretly bury their
own eggs nearby. The mother alligator will
guard the entire site against predators.
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WCS played a key role in developing protective
legislation to help wild alligators and other
crocodilians. Threatened with extinction in the
mid-20th century due to poaching and habitat loss,

this species has since made a spectacular recovery.
Other crocodilians are less fortunate; the Cuban
crocodile and the false gharial, also on exhibit in
World of Reptiles, remain endangered in the wild.




WCS Member Benefits are Changing

Abtentlon WCS Members! In 2012, a new year will bring changes and new benefits to many of our Mem-
ership Levels. Please note that currently active Memberships will not be affected by these changes, and
all benefits for current Memberships will be honored until their date of expiration. All of the information
below applies ONLY to Memberships purchased or renewed after December 31, 2011.

Please review the listing below for a description of the changes affecting each Membership level. Some levels
will enjoy additional benefits, while some levels will no longer be available for purchase or renewal in 2012.
To view a complete description of Member benefits at each level, please visit bronxzoo.com after December
31, 2011.

IMPORTANT WCS MEMBERSHIP LEVEL CHANGES

FAMILY PREMIUM $164 INDIVIDUAL (NO LONGER AVAILABLE)

($92 tax deductible) ¢ Individual Memberships will no longer be

« NEW BENEFIT ADDED: FREE available for purchase or renewal after
unlimited parking at Bronx Zoo December 31, 2011. After December 31,
and New York Aquarium! 2011, Individual Members may choose to

renew their Memberships at the Individual

FAMILY $129 ($83 tax deductible) Premium level, or any level of their choice.

 Parking and Bronx Zoo Attraction Passes All current Individual Membership benefits
will no longer be issued for this Member- will be honored until their date of expiration.

ship Ievel; however, all preyiously-issued CONSERVATION SUPPORTER &

passes will be honored until the expira-

tion date printed on them. ABOVE ($275 & Up)
INDIVIDUAL PREMIUM $104 . :\FeV:tsB!ENEFIT ADDED: Exclusive zoo
($56 tax deductible)

« NEW BENEFIT ADDED: FREE unlimited As always, seniors save 20% on selected
parking at Bronx Zoo and New York Memberships. Discounts and benefits are

Aquarium! subject to change.

To renew your Membership or for more info, please visit bronxzoo.com
or call 718-220-5112. A full, updated listing of Membership levels and

benefits will be posted to the website after December 31, 2011.
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Spring Classes and Summer Camp

Registration Begins on January 1st!
The zoos offer exciting programs for WCS Members
of all ages. Toddler and caregiver classes, family
programs, and Junior Keeper classes at Central Park
and Prospect Park Zoos, Overnights at the Queens Zoo,

and the very popular summer camp - which is now available for kids
ages 4-17! Registration begins on January 1st. Visit centralparkzoo.com,

prospectparkzoo.com, or queenszoo.com to register today!

@ Bronx Zoo
Family Overnight Safari

Ever thought about snoozing with the sea lions? You and your
family will be treated to fun-filled activities at a sleepover in
the zoo! Overnight safaris sell out every season; register early
and guarantee a spot in one of these memorable adventures!
Children S and over.

Summer Internship: Ammal Care Program for Teens

This popular program intro-
duces teens to an astounding
array of wildlife-related ca-
reers and explores the theories
™ and practices behind animal
M management and conservation
at the Bronx Zoo. Ages 13-17.

§ Animal Kingdom Camp

= This summer, your child can
o explore the wonders of wild-
: life during an unforgettable
week at Anlmal Kingdom Camp Whether setting out on an
African safari to see lions, wild dogs, and hyenas; exploring
tropical forests in search of endangered lowland gorillas; or
trekking through mountains in search of a rare snow leop-
ard, children will discover the amazing diversity of the animal
klngdom One week or two, it’s a wildlife experience your
child will never forget. Ages 8-12.

Pablo Python Looks at Animals

This popular summer program returns with one week and
two-week options. Your junior explorer will be introduced to
the amazing world of animals: animal sizes and shapes, col-
ors and patterns, diets and more. From sizing up giraffes to
counting beautiful butterflies, children become keen observers
of wildlife in the adventure of a lifetime. Ages 4-7.

& ?J = b - Zl'»\i-

Registration For All Spring and Summer Programs
Opens January 1st! For information on dates and
pricing, or to register, visit: bronxzoo.com.
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Central Park Zoo

Children
Penguin Exploration

Learn about polar life and the special
adaptations penguins need to survive
in their environment. Our actor-
instructor team will lead the class in
hands-on activities, games, drama,
and puppetry to find out all there is to
know about penguins. The class also
includes a keeper chat at the penguin
exhibit. Ages 6-8. Sun., Jan. 22,
10am-11:30pm. $45 Members, $50
non-Members.

Tweens
Be a Wildlife Photographer!

Learn all about what makes a great
wildlife photo and then go in the zoo
and test out your skills in the Tropic
Zone before the zoo opens, and in
the classroom where you’ll meet some
animals up close to take their photos.
Personal digital camera required. Ages
9-12. Sat., Jan. 7, 9am-10:30am.
$50 Members, $60 mnon-Members.




ADULT PROGRAMS
. S

Family
Penguin Expedition

Our costumed characters Petunia
Penguin and polar explorer
Admiral Bird will transform
you and your child into a team
of Antarctic scientists. With
drama, games, and songs, you
and your child will go on a
“chilly” exploration to discover
the adaptations penguins need to
survive their harsh polar habitat.
Ages 4-6, with adult. Sun., Jan.,
8, 10am-11:30am. $45 Members,
$50 non-Members.

Adults

Zoo Career Spotlight Series:
Zoo Keeper

Thinking of a career change?
Interested in finding out what it
takes to care for all of the animals
that live in the zoo? Have a child
who has taken Junior Keeper
classes and wish you could too?
In this class, you’ll discover what
it is like to be a zoo keeper. We’ll
start off with a light breakfast
and a presentation by one of our
senior keepers who will share
some of the highlights of the job.
We’ll then try out some of the
keeper duties including preparing
food in the commissary, creating
enrichment items and activities
for our animals, and studying the
behavior of the animals when they
receive the enrichment. Sun., Jan.
29, 10am-noon. $65 Members,
$75 non-Members.

Visit centralparkzoo.com
to sign up for these exciting
programs today!

Queens Zoo -
Discovery Center : =

Visit our new Discovery Cen-
ter on the Farm. Spend a day
at the zoo and then visit the
Discovery Center for up close
explorations of animals and
habitats. Open weekends from
12-4 pm. Check at Admissions for posted activities.

Children
Mid-Winter Wildlife Mini-Camp

Children will enjoy an exciting wildlife adventure. Participants
will meet some of the zoo’s animals and learn about their habitats.
Instructors will lead them on behind-the-scenes tours of the zoo
exhibits. Exciting animal presentations, arts and crafts, and other
activities will be part of the fun. Ages 6-10. Thu., Feb. 23 & Fri,
Feb. 24, 10am-3pm. $125 Members, $150 non-Members.

Zoo Science Investigators

There’s a mystery to be solved and kids will be the lead
investigators! In this class taught by our urban ecologist,
kids will use real science skills such as water testing to solve a
mystery. They’ll use the zoo as their lab to solve the case. And at
the end of the class they’ll get up close and personal with some
of the species that they have been studying. Ages 7-10. Sat.,
Mar. 31, 11am-12:30pm. $30 Members, $35 non-Members.

Don’t Forget - Summer Program Registration begins
January 1. Don’t let your child miss a great learning
opportunity at the Queens Zoo this summer.

Summer Wildlife Weeks

Young adventurers and naturalists will discover animals of the
Americas during the Queens Z00’s new Summer Wildlife Weeks!
Our multi-day camp will satisfy young minds with exciting
explorations, activities and games! Ages 2-12.

Teen Internship

Introducing our new three week intern program where teens
spend their time meeting experts, learning about animals, and
assisting staff to care for our animal collection! Ages 13-17.

For more information, go on line to queenszoo.com or
contact us at qzeducation@wcs.org or 718-271-7361.
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ATTENTION WCS MEMBERS!
Please see page 5 for
important info on Member
benefits changes and
additions for 2012!
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